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A!2RIEF!STORY!A2O;T!I<DO<ESIA<'S!"O>E<!

/ndonesia is an arc-ipelago countr" 8it- 99: ;illion people in << pro+inces= >-e" are 9?9 et-nic groups 
8-o speak in <A? local languages= >-e countr" -as gone t-roug- eBtre;e political transfor;ations and 
se+eral regi;e c-anges since declaring its independence in DEF?= >-e longest 8as t-e ne8 order 
go+ern;ent of Gu-arto 8-o ruled for <9 "ears=  

 

Hrior to Ie8 JrderK 8o;en pla"ed acti+e role in social and political organiLations and occupied 
i;portant positions in t-e go+ern;ent and ot-er decision ;aking Modies= >-e Ie8 Jrder regi;e t-at 
lasted for <9 "ears 8as Muilt upon t-e anni-ilation of peopleNs ;o+e;ent potential= Oo;enNs 
;o+e;ent did not escape t-e destruction M" t-is regi;e= Puring t-e Ie8 Jrder 8o;en 8ere denied of 
t-eir role in politics and returned to do;estic sp-ere= Gi;ultaneousl"K t-e regi;e carried out 
i;po+eris-ing econo;ic progra;s t-at are still Meing i;ple;ented up to t-is da"= 

 

>-e refor;ation QreformasiR ;o+e;ent in DEES succeeded in forcing Gu-arto to step do8n and opened 
up a de;ocratic spaceK Mut it -as failed in Mringing an" ;eaningful c-anges in political and econo;ic 
policies t-at affect t-e peopleK including 8o;en= >8el+e ;illion people are still une;plo"ed 8-ile ;ore 
t-an F: ;illion people li+e 8it- an inco;e of less t-an a dollar a da"=)

 

Oo;en as t-e ;aTorit" of t-e populationK constituting D9: ;illion or ?9 percent of t-e total /ndonesian 
populationK are t-e ;ost affected M" t-ese policies= /ndonesiaNs ;aternal ;ortalit" ratio is t-e -ig-est in 
Usia 8it- FV: deat-s per D::=::: Mirt-s and E=< ;illion 8o;en illiterates=  

 

Oo;en -a+e Meen gone t-roug- t-e discri;inationK ;ost 8o;en recei+ed 9W< 8ages t-an ;en= 
Xo+ern;ent -a+e Meen i;posing ;oral standard to 8o;en and societ" M" enacted G"aria- legislation in 
<V districts and atte;pt to pass antiYpornograp-" Mill=  

 



>-e refor;ation -as facilitated t-e setting up of 8o;enNs IXJs and ;ass organiLations in localities 
-o8e+er ;ost of t-e; are not in+ol+ed in t-e political struggle= >-eir acti+ities to influence t-e stateNs 
polic" ;aking process are still li;ited to loMMies to8ards polic" ;akersK and -a+e not Meen specificall" 
directed to8ards pus-ing 8o;en to Me ;ore acti+el" in+ol+ed in t-e political struggle in order to 8in 
policies t-at pro;ote peopleNs 8elfare and 8o;enNs eZuit"= Most of t-e; c-ose to Me non partisan 
MecauseK according to t-e;K t-eir independenc" 8ould Me put at risk 8-en Toining a political part" at 
least t-is is 8-at -appens in 9::F elections= 

 

\o8e+erK t-ere is s-ifting of a8areness for necessit" of participating in political part" or Meing candidate 
for t-e election= >-is is not unreasonaMle p-eno;enon since it is realiLed t-at eBtraYparlia;entar" 
political strateg" 8as not sufficient for gi+ing so;e ad+antages to 8o;enNs ;o+e;ent= >-ere are ;an" 
policies t-at -a+e Meen raised ga+e conseZuences for li;itation of 8o;enNs spaceK ;oreo+er 8o;en 
could Me Tudged doing cri;inaliLation in 8earing clot-es or going out late= 

!

ROAD!TO!I<?O@?E!I<!PO@ITIAA@!STR;GG@E!

1. "omen!in!Parliament!

/n 9::FK 8o;en onl" participated DDK F?] of parlia;ent QA9 of ??: representati+esR= /n 9::E it 8as 
increased to Me DS ] QEE representati+esR= \o8e+erK t-ose increasing are related to ^political d"nast"_= 
>-ose 8-o are relati+es of so;e politicians and go+ern;ental officers or so;e celeMrities t-at Tust 
utiliLe t-eir opportunit" to Me in+ol+ed 8it- politics= /n t-e ot-er sideK 8o;enNs acti+ists t-at took apart 
on last election ;ostl" grounded=  

 

>-ere 8as a Mit Mrig-tness t-at ga+e fres- air for 8o;enNs ;o+e;ent aMout t-e increasing of Zuota <:] 
8o;en in candidac"= >-at 8as Mased on pressure gi+en M" t-e 8o;enNs ;o+e;ent so t-e election Mill 
state t-at candidac" reZuire <:] 8o;en Zuota= Moreo+erK so;e parties suc- as HP/ HerTuanganK Hartai 
U;anat IasionalK Hartai Bintang `efor;asi -ad Meen ;ade internal polic" to i;ple;ent t-e 
reZuire;ent for <:] Zuota for electing Moard ;e;Mers in t-eir organiLationNs structure 

/n factK <:] Zuota realiLed as a s;all ac-ie+e;ent for 8o;enNs representation in parlia;ent= 
Hracticall"K t-e 8o;enNs ;o+e;ent -as difficulties to co;e into t-e parlia;ent Mecause of#   

 

Firstl"K loose in internal part"= Oo;en acti+ists t-at Toin into so;e political parties -as difficulties to 8in 
t-eir progra; and position since t-e" 8ere not succeeded to appointed t-e;sel+es in strategic position 
in Moard ;e;Mers= /t ;ade t-e; couldnNt Me t-e decision ;aker=  

 

Gecondl"K a8areness of people see;s to Me +er" prag;atic= Mone"Ns supre;ac" could defeat all of 
8o;en acti+istNs capaMilities= Based on ;" eBperience# *+er" da" / ;ade ad+ocac" and ga+e an 
acco;pan" acti+ities for people to get free -ealt-care M" gi+ing support for t-e poor 8-o -ad Meen ill 
8it- opti;iLing ba;kes;as Qfree -ealt-care ser+ice facilit" for t-e poor in /ndonesiaR= \undreds of 



people -ad Meen taken care= / also ga+e ad+ocac" for conde;nation and li+e in t-eir MasesK Mut t-en / 
8as s-ocked ;e a lot since /nstead of electing ;eK t-e" prefer to elect so;eone else 8-o -ad gi+en 
t-e; `p= ?:=::: QF *urosR fro; t-e political part" 8-o is e;po8ering t-e countr" e+en t-oug- t-e" 
kne8 t-e candidate still Meing underYin+estigation for t-e corruption case= 

>-is fact not onl" -appened to ;eK Mut also all of ;" acti+ists friends= Ho+ert" and political prag;atis; 
;ade people couldnNt t-ink aMout t-eir long future life= >-e" -ad c-osen onl" for t-e current necessit"=    

 

>-irdl"K political tools and propaganda= >-ere is an eBpression during t-e ca;paign period# /f "ou could 
s-o8n up in >c D: ti;es in a da"K "ou s-ouldnNt go out to do t-e socialiLation of "our +isionK ;issionK 
and "our progra;= bust sta" at -o;eK Mu" t-e ad+ertise;ent= O-oe+er -ad Meen seen M" people a lot 
8ould Me elected= GoK /t 8as +er" nor;al fro; EE 8o;en in parlia;ent onl" D acti+ist could Toined 8it-= 
>-e re;aining is celeMritiesK politicianNs daug-ters t-at e;po8er t-e countr" currentl"K or ric- 
entrepreneurs t-at could pa" lots of ad+ertise;ents= 

 

Fourt-l"K Ulliance 8asnNt Meco;e Migger= /t -appened for "ears= Oo;enNs ;o+e;ent could onl" ;eet to 
respond tactical ;atter= >-ere 8asnNt strategic agenda to 8in t-e ;o+e;entNs acti+ists t-at took a part 
in t-e election= Gupport t-at -ad Meen gi+en Tust part of for;alities and onl" Mased on necessit" of 
funding since ;ost t-e IXJ for;ed M" certain funding 

 

2. "omen!in!EFecutive!

/t is not so ;uc- differ 8it- 8o;en condition in parlia;entK Zuantitati+el" 8o;en in eBecuti+e fe8er 
t-an legislati+e= /n /ndonesia Bersatu caMinet t-ere are F 8o;en ;inisters= /t is e+en 8orse since t-ere 
are t8o ;inisters QGri Mul"ani # *cono;ics Minister and Marie *lka Hangestu # >rading MinisterR8-ic- 
are not in line 8it- t-e proY8o;en policies= >-ose t8o ;inisters e+en in t-e frontline to follo8 t-e 
neoliMeral strateg" and al;ost ne+er touc-ed t-e 8o;en issuesK Tust like t-e sa;e 8it- Mega8ati 8-en 
s-e 8as /ndonesianNs president= 

 

`epresentation of 8o;en in districts or pro+ince is not sufficient enoug- eit-er Zualitati+el" or 
Zuantitati+el" for t-e policies t-at -as Meen ;ade= 

 

Being asked aMout 8o;en representation in /ndonesiaK currentl" 8e Tust can ans8er t-at 8o;en 
;ini;all" fill t-e significant political post for Meing decision ;aker t-at struggle for proYpeopleNs 
policies= Go t-atK it is i;portant to keep ;o+ing for eBpanding 8o;enNs political positioning= 

 

 

 



EIPERIE<AE!OF!PAPER<AS!I<!ORGA<IJI<G!"O>E<!I<!ORGA<IJATIO<!A<D!PARTY!

 >-ere are so;e eBperiences t-at 8e t-ink could Me s-ared to strengt-en 8o;en participation in parties 
and societ" fro; districts le+el to national le+el 

Firstl"K 8o;en -as to Me in+ol+ed in Mass JrganiLing 

>-is is first step of 8o;en to participate in politics= /t is realiLed t-at in to fig-t for people 8e need a 
place to Me gat-ered in= >-e" -a+e to sta" in t-e organiLation as a place to sta" for gi+ing t-eir 
aspiration= daMours are organiLed in FIHB/K t-e poor urMan are organiLed in G`MKK t-e peasants are 
organiLed in G>I= >-e" -a+e to Me in+ol+ed in all of t-e acti+ities of organiLationK t-e" are not onl" 
Meco;e ^s8eetener_ in an organiLation= >-e" -a+e to fig-t and kno8 8-at to fig-t for= 

 

Gecondl"K *ducationK MoMiliLationK and Ud+ocac" 

/n e+er" part of t-e 8orld t-e patriarc- i;pacts see;s to Me ;ade 8o;en Meing douMt in t-eir capacit" 
and aMilit"= /n doing soK to Me read" to fig-t t-e" ;ust -a+e capacit" Muilding process= `outine education 
t-at -as Meen conducted in cooperation 8it- c/F 8as# education to increase 8o;en capacit" to 
participate in politics and to take t-e strategic position in organiLationK partiesK and societ"= 

 

*ducation gi+en differs Mased on le+el= First stepK it 8as directed to co;pre-end 8-" t-e" s-ould take a 
role in politics and politicsN Menefit= fulture also taug-t as considered -as its i;portant role= 

 

For i;ple;enting t-e result of education t-e" 8ere in+ol+ed in organiLing acti+itiesK ;oMiliLationK 
actions and ad+ocacies= /n doing soK t-e" 8ere needed to Me gi+en suc- opportunities to gi+e speec- in 
front of ;ass and negotiate in go+ern;ental institution or so;e ot-ers institutions= 

 

Ufter first step -as Meen passedK second education -ad Meen prepared t-e; to dare for taking i;portant 
role in t-eir organiLationK part"K or so;e local election for electing c-ief of so;e co;;unities Q`>K 
kepala desaR or e+en offer t-e;sel+es in candidac"= >-e" also asked to do so;e kind of training for 
trainer for so;eone else after follo8ing t-ose educations=  

>8o ;ont-s after t-e 8orks-op -ad Meen conductedg national co;;ittee did ;onitoring to t-e participants 
t-at -ad Meen participated to t-e 8orks-op= Go;e oMser+ation results 8ere# 

D= Ge+eral participants took i;portant position in t-eir organiLation= Go;e of t-e; Meca;e region 
c-air;an of laMour organiLation and t-e" Toined HHK and HGG to sa+e t-e +ote of candidates fro; 
deception 

9= *+en t-oug- t-e candidates of legislati+e failed to get c-air in t-e 9::E electionK t-e" got -ig- +otes 
in t-eir region Q;ini;u; t-e t-ird placeR 

<= >-ere 8as preparation for follo8ing t-e upco;ing elections# fro; t-e election of s;allest 
co;;unit" of t-eir regionK regional electionK until t-e preparation for t-e upco;ing 9:DF 

 



 

>-irdl"K take o+er i;portant positions in societ" 

Ufter follo8ing educationsK got so;e organiLing and ad+ocating eBperience t-e" suppose to Me dare to 
take t-e i;portant role in organiLation and could Me in+ol+ed in decision ;aking= /n doing soK t-e" 
s-ould Me sti;ulated to take official position e+en fro; t-e s;allest le+el= 

For eBa;ple# 

D= /Mu \asni `a-;anK ;e;Mer of G`M/ Gout- Gula8esi 8-o Meca;e local co;;unit"Ns 
c-air8o;en Qketua `OR in Makassar= 

9= `atri Oa-"u Mul"aniK Hapernas Moard ;e;Mer -as Meen elected as ketua `O in BekasiK Oest 
ba+a= 

>-ere are also so;e t-e ;o+e;entNs ;e;Mers took a part in candidac" and ;oMiliLation action t-at 
pioneered M" HUH*`IUG= Most of t-e; are 8o;en fro; laMour sectorK t-e poor urManK and also t-e 
peasants= 

 

Fourt-l"K fooperation 8it- t-e ot-ers  

/n e+er" le+el of part"K it is al8a"s Me directed to alliance 8it- t-e ot-ers co;;unit"= /t 8as for eBa;ple 
conducted Met8een HUH*`IUG and IXJs in fentral ba+a to support Pita /nda- Gari 8-o -ad Meen 
in+ol+ed in legislati+e candidac"= >-is cooperation 8as +er" useful since 8e could Me in+ol+ed 8it- all of 
t-eir organiLing Mases= 

>-e ot-er cooperation suc- as ad+ocac" for conde;nationK land disputeK etc 8ere also conducted to get 
;ore people to Me in+ol+ed in= 

 

 

RESPO<SE!OF!SOAIETY!FOR!"O>E<!PARTIAIPATIO<!I<!PO@ITIAS!

O-en / ca;e for8ard in t-e candidac" on last 9::E election and did so;e ca;paign 8orks / ;et lots of 
people in ;" electoral district fro; t-e cit" centre till t-e s;all +illage= / found t-e; could accept ;e 
+er" 8ell= /n fact t-e" 8ere not ;ake ;en and 8o;en differentiation= Ul;ost all of t-e; treat ;e 
eZuall"K onl" fe8 nu;Mers of t-e; t-ose toug-t 8o;en s-ouldnNt participate in politics= 

/n so;e ot-er places t-e" e+en ga+e ;ore respect since /N; +er" "oung 8o;anK Mut dare to fig-t in t-e 
political arena= \o8e+erK t-eir acceptance 8as not follo8ed M" electing 8o;en act+ists since t-e" 8ere 
still in a +er" prag;atic situation and follo8s t-e ;one" politics= 
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Iational le+el acti+ities ;ore e;p-asiLed in ca;paign progra; and cooperation co;;ence;ent= 

HUH*`IUG in+ol+ed in alliances t-at in+ol+ed groups of 8o;en in ad+ocac" of Mill=  

Go;e ac-ie+e;ents t-at -a+e Meen gained 8ere# 

D= Gettle;ent of +iolence in do;estic sp-ere in 9::F= >-at Mill is +er" i;portant since it sa+e 
+arious +iolences t-at ;ig-t Me suffered M" 8o;en= ciolence cases in do;estic sp-ere 8ere 
trul" Mig t-reat for t-e 8o;en= /n 9::E it 8as 8ritten F<=::: cases t-at -andled M" t-e policeK 
Mut t-ere so ;an" cases t-at couldnNt Me -andle since t-e +icti;s donNt -a+e suc- a Mra+e to 
report t-e case= 

9= Gettle;ent of <: ] Zuota for 8o;en= >-e electoral Mill states so;e article t-at acco;;odates 
<:] 8o;en representati+eness in estaMlis-;ent of political part" and also in Moard ;e;Mer of 
organiLation structure for nationalK pro+inceK and count" le+el= HUH*`IUG t-at -as Meen so 
;uc- in+ol+ed 8it- t-is issue considered t-is 8inning as affir;ati+e action= Oe fig-t for ;ore 
t-an <:] s-ould Melong to 8o;en representati+es= Un"-o8K 8e could consider t-e <:] as +er" 
s;all 8inning t-at needed to Me i;pro+ed ;ore in t-e future= 

!

I<!THE!HARDEST!TI>E,!"E!HA?E!TO!HO@D!O<!

/ 8ould like to close ;" teBt 8it- sa"ing t-at it 8as not eas" for ;eK Mut / need to -old on= / need to 
stand onh dast 9::E election 8as suc- a -ard ti;e t-at -appened for t-e 8o;enNs ;o+e;ent= /t is not 
onl" for HUH*`IUGK Mut also for all of 8o;enNs ;o+e;ent in /ndonesia= >-e total failure t-at needed to 
Me faced -a+e to ;ake us keep -olding on and standing on= Oe -a+e to learn ;ore and ;ore to eBpand 
our ;et-od for organiLing people= >-e eBperience of t-is struggle in fact is not onl" aMout t-e failureK 
Mut also gi+e ne8 understanding for us= Oe understood t-at till no8K politics in front of ;" peopleNs 
e"es is onl" aMout transaction= \ereK / could sa" t-at /N; proud of ;" <VK::: +otes t-at / got 8it-out 
gi+ing an" single penn" fro; ;" pocketh 

 

>-ank "ouK 

bakartaK Gepte;Mer 9::E 
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