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Introduction*+omen*in*Sudan01*

#$e &udan is a -er/ -ast countr/ of 4ultiple cultures and races7 and of -aria8le 
strata9 :t is area is ;7<==7=== s>9 k4 @one 4illion s> 4ilesA7 surrounded 8/ nine 

Bfrican countries9 

&udan $as 8een influenced 8/ se-eral cultures7 8ut t$e one of deepest i4pact is t$e 
Bra8 :sla4ic culture9 

#$ere are 4an/ narrati-es a8out $oC :sla4 $as 8een introduced into t$e &udan7 
starting fro4 8eing introduced t$roug$ t$e current BEo4 area @#igrai areaA in 
Fastern &udan @!A7 or t$roug$ Gongola @;A7 or Cestern &udan or ot$er narrati-es9                                                                                                                            

HoCe-er7 it is confir4ed t$at t$e :sla4ic culture $as struck deep roots in t$e &udan7 
as Cell as it is i4pact on t$e &udanese cultural fa8ric7 speciall/ in nort$ern and 
central &udan9                 

  But Ce can not ignore t$e eEistence of t$e nort$ern &udan Ju8ian7 C$o are non 
Bra8ic tri8es Cit$ t$eir oCn culture t$at is dated 8ack t$e K$araonic culture9 Bnd 
sout$ern &udan                 Cit$ its 4ultiple tri8es and its purel/ Bfrican culture7 C$ic$ 
is also 4ultiple7 for eac$ tri8e $as its oCn cultural feature7 suc$ as Ginka7 JuCair7 
Landi7 &$uluck and ot$ers9                                    

Bll suc$ di-ersit/ produced se-eral cultures7 suc$ as t$e BiMa culture and t$e Botana 
plains culture in eastern &udan7 t$e Ma8an  in t$e Bngasana 4ountains on t$e Blue 
Jile7 t$e FonM culture in t$e central parts of t$e Blue Jile7 t$e Jilotics and t$e Landi 
in sout$ern &udan7 t$e Fur in t$e Cestern &udan7 t$e Ju8ians in nort$ern &udan7 t$e 
Jile people in nort$ern and central &udan7 t$e &a-anna region in t$e nort$ern and 
central &udan7 and t$e Ju8a culture in t$e 4ountains region7 sout$ of Kordofan 9 etc 
Q9 

Blso7 t$ere are !!< languages7 as Cell as $undreds of local dialects9 #$e Bra8ic 
language is t$e 4ost CideRspread9 Bnd in t$e sout$7 it eEperienced so4e alterations 
to 8eco4e Su8a Bra8ic9 #$ere is also t$e BiMa language7 C$ic$ is constituted of 
se-eral si4ilar languages in eastern &udan7 as Cell as t$e Fur language in Cestern 
&udan7 t$e Ju8ian languages i9e t$e Ma$asi7 HalfaCi and GonglaCi languages7 t$e 
Jilotic languages spoken 8/ t$e &$uluk7 JuCair and Ginka7 t$e JiloR$a4ia languages 
spoken 8/ t$e Baria and t$e Bnoka7 as Cell as t$e 4ultiple Ju8a 4ountains 
languages in Kordfan9 @TA  

:t is true t$at :sla4 is t$e 4ost Cidespread religion in t$e nort$ern and central 
&udan7 8ut t$ere is also U$ristianit/7 C$ic$ is t$e oldest religion in t$e countr/7 and it 
eEists currentl/ in t$e Ju8a Mountains and in t$e sout$ of t$e countr/7 C$ere 
U$ristians are affiliated to 4ultiple c$urc$es7 suc$ as t$e Uat$olic7 Bnglican and 
Krotestant9 #$ere are also Vrt$odoE Uopts in t$e nort$ern and central &udan9#$ere 
are also so4e Bfrican 8eliefs in so4e re4ote areas suc$ as t$e KaMur7 Kaganis47 
8elief in 4agic and ot$erCise of 8eliefs9 
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Vn t$e ot$er side7 education in t$e &udan R up to t$e date of BngolaRFg/ptian 
in-asion R took up t$e pattern of K$alCas7 C$ic$ Cere restricted to teac$ing t$e 
Koran9 till t$e 8eginning of t$e !Wt$ centuries7 inter4ediate and $ig$er education 
e4erged7 t$anks to t$e contri8ution of t$e sc$ools of t$e Fg/ptian education 
4issions9 #$e uni-ersit/ education Cas restricted to Xordon Kas$a college @later7 
uni-ersit/ of K$artou4A9 

Xirls Cere not 8lessed Cit$ education7 eEcept C$en &$eik$ Ba8iker Badr/ opened Y 
in a daring step R Zufaa[ ele4entar/ sc$ool for girls in !W=\9 #$e girl education Cas 
restricted to t$e ele4entar/ stage for a period of T! /ears9  

HoCe-er7 and according to official statistics7 illiterac/ a4ong fe4ales is <]9^_ and 
T]_ a4ong 4ales9 @^A 

`e s$ould also not forget t$e role of coloniaation in steering t$e &udan according to 
its interests7 for t$e countr/ re4ained under t$e BngloRFg/ptian coloniaation for a 
long period of ti4e until got t$roug$ t$e struggle of its people @Cit$ full participation 
of Co4enAR independence on t$e !st of Sanuar/ !W<]9 

The*reality*of*7omen*position**in*the*Sudan01     

   Bll t$e afore4entioned confir4s t$e eEistence of a superior di-ersit/ in t$e culture 
of t$e &udanese7 to include t$e &udanese Co4an7 C$o enMo/ si4plicit/ despite t$e 
rigidit/ i4posed 8/ $er life $ards$ip9  

#$e -er/ $ig$ percentage of illiterac/ a4ong t$e &udanese people is $ig$er in t$e 
countr/ side t$an t$at of t$e ur8an cities7 speciall/ a4ong Co4an9  

Bll suc$ constituted a fertile soil for positioning t$e Co4an in an inferior position7 
rendering t$e societ/[s attitude as coerci-e forCards $er9 :t is a 4ale societ/ t$at 
adopts t$e 4ale[s logic7 as Cell as all t$e tools t$at assist in coercing t$e Co4an9 

bnder a -er/ poor aCarenessRraising and guided 4edia of t$e :sla4ic dictators$ips7 
religion $as 8een used 8/ resorting to t$e 4ost traditional interpretations to coerce 
t$e Co4an7 and to sanctif/ t$e religion understanding t$at 4akes t$e 8est place for 
a Co4an in t$e [[8otto4[[ of $er $o4e7 t$us depri-ing $er fro4 interacting in t$e 
societ/ and eEperiencing C$ate-er is necessar/ for knoCledge accu4ulation9 

`o4en calling for ot$erCise Cere accused of 8eing infidel7 apostate7 and of 8eing 
dissolute on so4e ot$er occasions9  

:t is true t$at :sla4 $as presented Co4en Cit$ a step forCard7 and Cas dee4ed a 
-ictor/7 @for t$e Co4an Cas R prior to :sla4 R considered a part of $er fat$er[s or 
$us8andcs7 Cealt$9  #$e/ also considered t$e 8irt$ of 8a8/ girls an e-il o4en7 so t$e/ 
8uried t$e4 ali-e for fear of s$a4e7 or po-ert/9 

:sla4 in$erited t$ese atrocious traditions 7 so it pro$i8ited t$e eEtre4e of suc$7 8ut 
it did not dispose of t$e rest of t$e47 and could not7 8ecause t$e Cisdo4 of 
legislation re>uired grounded i4position of rules7 for people do not li-e in -acuu4 
and societies do not Mu4p across t$e space7 8ut de-elop sloCl/9 #$erefore7 
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legislation 4ust take into consideration t$e societ/[s capacit/ for de-elop4ent7 and 
it is current re>uire4ent7 C$ere it reneCs its old custo4s7 and plans its progress9 Bt 
t$at ti4e t$e Co4an s$ould 8e treated7 in t$e societ/ as a $u4an 8eing7 not a 
fe4ale9A @<A 

HoCe-er7 t$e traditional Musli4s stopped at t$is 8oundar/7 e48al4ing ti4e and t$e 
Co4an[s position for !^== /ears C$en :sla4 e4erged to rectif/ $er positions7 
8loCing upRCit$ t$eir unMustified ad$erence to t$e details of letters t$e supre4e 
o8Mecti-e t$at :sla4 intended 8/ treating t$e Co4an7 like $er 8rot$er t$e 4an7 as a 
$u4an 8eing respecting 8ot$ of t$e47 4oti-ating t$e4 to effect -irtues and nonR
eEploitation7 and esta8lis$ing t$e -alues of $onest/ and Mustice9 

Reality*of*the*Sudan01*

  :t is difficult to speak a8out li8ration of t$e Co4an7 treating $er as a $u4an 8eing7 
possessing $er oCn decision7 in a state go-erned 8/ t$e 4ilitar/ and t$e rifle9 :t Cas 
not enoug$ for its eEecutioners to inti4idate and $u4iliate7 8ut t$e/ used religion7 
distorted it and inno-ated distorted laCs in its na4e to punis$7 terroriae and 
a8solutel/ alienate t$e people fro4 an/ understanding of poCer and Cealt$ s$aring9 
#$e/ effected all suc$ to protect t$eir interests7 C$ic$ rendered 4arginaliaation t$e 
pre-alent polic/9 #$e/ also set a8laae tri8al conflicts and effected seditions7 in 
realiaation of [[di-ide and rule[[ polic/9 

HoCe-er7 t$e &udanese Co4an stills suffers dou8le ine>uit/ t$at suffered 8/ t$e 
&udanese $u4an 8eing7 as Cell as coercion and oppression as a Co4an9 &$e also 
s$oulders t$e largest 8urdens resulting fro4 Cars7 suc$ as 8eing $o4eless7 
displaced7 raped999etc9 

#$erefore Ce 4ust consider t$e Co4an[s cause fro4 Cit$in t$e socioRpolitical 
struggle7 and Cit$ eEtre4e pri-ac/7 taking into consideration t$e -ast contrast7 in 
t$is continental $o4eland7 Cit$ respect to custo4s7 traditions and a degree of 
education9 

`$ereas t$e Co4an in eastern &udan is clad in a [[tent[[ of clot$es and onl/ $er e/es 
are seen7 Ce find t$e Co4an in so4e areas of t$e sout$ Calk naked7 sa-e for a s4all 
co-er 8etCeen t$e na-el and t$e knees9 

`$ere in reMoins of t$e &udan it is i4per4issi8le for 4an to pronounce a Co4ancs 
na4e7 in ot$er reMoins Co4an is not 4arried 8/ a 4an eEcept after $e sleeps Cit$ 
$er and $er fertilit/ is pro-ed 9 #$erefore it is difficult to find a sole prescription for 
Corking a4ong Co4en9 

`e7 in t$e &udanese co44unist part/ 7 seeks to enlig$ten and to $elp Co4en to 
take t$eir nor4al place t$e sa4e as 4en 7 as Cell as to rise against coercion and 
guardians$ip in tCo 4et$ods dR 

First*method*01*
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R bnrelenting struggle to create a prepared political s/ste4 7 and suc$ 8/ 
$olding fast to t$e re>uire4ent of cancelling all t$e freedo4 restricting laCs7 
seeking to esta8lis$ de4ocrac/ 7 respect international con-entions and 
8ringing a8out a go-ern4ent t$at represent t$e people Cill 7 and suc$ 
t$roug$ Corking  all t$e forces 8elie-ing in suc$9  

Vf t$ese laCs C$at are called t$e pu8lic order laCs7 t$e legislators of C$ic$ dee4 
t$e/ are draCn fro4 t$e :sla4ic legislations 7 t$ese laCs gi-e t$e regi4e7 C$ic$ is 
represented in t$e 4an 7 t$e rig$t to li8el Co4en in t$e streets7 taking t$e4 to t$e 
pu8lic order courts and las$ing t$e4 Cit$out trials 7 on t$e allegation t$at t$e/ are 
Cearing indecent clot$es 9 

Ureation of C$at is called t$e @@ guardAA C$o is entitled to den/ ad4ission to fe4ale 
student or fe4ale go-ern4ent depart4ents e4plo/ee if $e dee4 t$at 7 and t$roug$ 
close eEa4ination 7 t$e dress is not an :sla4ic one @ i9e9 not long enoug$7 re-eals t$e 
$eels 7 transparent 7 or t$e $ead is not totall/ co-ered 7 Cit$ a plate of $air 
protruding $ere or t$ere 9A 

#$e order proponents are entitled to punis$ an/ Co4an and 4an Calking toget$er7 
or toget$er unless $e pro-es 8/ docu4ent t$at $e is $er $us8and or 8rot$er9 

#$e Co4an can not tra-el a8road e-en to scientific conference7 or an official 
8usiness unless acco4panied 8/ $er $us8and7 or a relation Cit$in pro$i8ited degree 
of 4arriage 7 or t$eir appro-al in Criting 9 

#$e Co4an cannot $a-e tra-el docu4ent produced for $er c$ildren or acco4pan/ 
t$e4 to tra-el Cit$ $er 7 eEcept Cit$ t$eir fat$ercs appro-al 7 t$oug$ t$e contrar/ is 
unnecessar/9 

  

R &truggle for t$e separation of religions fro4 t$e state9 

R &truggle for c$anging t$e ine>uita8le personal affairs laCs7 C$ic$ are draCn 
fro4 t$e traditional understanding of &$aria7 t$at place t$e Co4an in t$e 
inferior position7 depri-ing $er fro4 4aking decision7 e-en $er $erself 
C$et$er in 4arriage or di-orce7 and 4aking t$e 4an $er prison keeper7 
C$et$er a guardian or a $us8and7 gi-ing $i4 t$e rig$t to control $er and 
super-ise $er going out and $er dresses9 #$ese laCs also alloC for t$e $ouse 
of o8edience t$at force $er to continue 8eing 4arried 8/ legal coercion7 and 
alloC for $itting $er in case of diso8edience or for discipline7 and alloC t$e 
4arriage of four Ci-es9 #$e sa4e laC gi-es $er $alf t$e s$are of $er 8rot$er 
in in$eritance7 and re>uires t$e testi4on/ of anot$er Co4an for t$e toC 
testi4onies to 8e e>ual to t$at of one 4an7 e-en if $e is inferior to eit$er of 
t$e4 in knoCledge7 education and Cisdo4 

R `e do not7 as a &udanese co44unist part/ guided 8/ MarEis47 $a-e 
religions conceptions9 `e 8elie-e t$at religion is a personal 4atter t$at does 
not upRgrade C$ose-er e48races it7 nor does it doCnRgrade ot$ers9 
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HoCe-er7 Ce 8elie-e t$at it is deepRrooted as a cultural co4ponent of t$e 
&udanese $u4an 8eing9 #$erefore Ce encourage t$e inno-ati-e religions 
currents7 C$ic$ alloC for t$e pri-ac/ of religion as Cors$ip apart fro4 t$e 
state7 and find a Ca/ out for Co4an t$roug$ t$e interpretations t$at keep 
a8reast Cit$ t$e age7 and do not disparage $er rig$ts as a $u4an 8eing7 t$e 
sa4e as 4en9  

Second*<ethod*01*

 Fndea-oring Y at t$e 8ase le-el Y to raise t$e aCareness of7 and enlig$ten7 
Co4an t$roug$ entering t$eir co44unities7 8eco4ing close to t$e4 8/ 
adopting t$eir causes7 e-en on dail/ le-el7 as Cell as persuading t$e4 t$at 
t$e strict laCs are not :sla4ic7 8ecause t$e Mustice and tolerance of religions 
can not7 for eEa4ple7 order $itting Co4en in t$e street for not Cearing C$at 
does not satisf/ t$e personal -ieCs of C$oe-er eEecutes t$e laC9  C$osoe-er 
assesses t$at t$is Co4an7 or t$at one Cears7 an indecent dress7 $e onl/ 
scandaliaes $i4self and $is ani4alistic Ca/ of t$inking7 and ne-er pictures7 in 
$is sick 4ind7 a Co4an eEpects as a 8od/9 @]A  Bnd t$is is not according to 
religion7 and C$o ga-e t$e4 t$e rig$t to assesse 

#$e &udanese Co4en union $ad a pioneering eEperience at t$e end of t$e 
!Wf=[s t$at Cas a8orted 8/ t$e e4ergence of t$e sal-ation go-ern4ent9 #$is 
eEperience Cas represented in t$e for4ation of t$e $ouse Ci-es societ/ 
@Za88at Fl BiootA7 C$ic$ created a Ca/ R in to t$e si4ple Co4an t$roug$ 
t$eir dail/ li-eli$ood concerns9 #$e societ/ s$ouldered t$e responsi8ilit/ of 
securing t$e goods7 speciall/ t$e necessar/ ones7 directl/ fro4 t$e producer 
@factories and far4sA at t$e 8asic price7 plus transportation cost onl/9 Bnd 
t$roug$ t$e si4ple Co4ancs >uestions of t$at clear difference in prices7 and 
talking toget$er7 e-en under t$e s$ade of a tree in 4ost cases7  C$ile 
Ceig$ing sugar7 lentils tea7 etcQ97 t$e idea of eEploitation7 additional -alue 
and using religion as a tool to coerce t$e47 8eca4e clear 9 Bll suc$ in t$e 
si4plest of Cords7 under t$e tree and 8/ a Co4an C$o is si4ilar to t$e49 

R Blso7 con-ening open and closed de8ates to raise t$eir aCareness of t$eir 
rig$ts7 taking into consideration t$e cultural $ar4on/ of t$e attendees9 

: do not $a-e 8ut to conclude 8/ >uoting t$e eEpression of t$e socialist leader 
Zosa guEe48erge9 

@V proletariat Co4anh #$e poorest a4ong t$e poorh #$e 4ost ro88ed of 
t$eir Cill a4ong t$e una8leh Hurr/ to Moin t$e struggle of li8eration of Co4an 
and $u4anit/ fro4 t$e atrocities of t$e capitalist $ege4on/9A @\A9 

 

@!A Gr9 Hassan Makkii introduction of :sla4 into t$e &udan Y researc$ 
papers Y knoCledge enlig$t4ent centre 

@;A #$e stor/ of :sla4 Y articles super-ised 8/ Zag$i8 FlsarMani 
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@TA Bs4arani foru4 Y sears$ fro internet Y &udanese culture 

@^A #$e $u4an de-elop4ent report7 !WWW  

@<A Gr9 Bdil M9 B9 &al4an Y t$e Co4an Y ;nd article Y BMaras Bl Huri/a 

@]A  #aM Flsir Makki R an article pu8lis$ed in Bg9BjBM on !\9f9;==W 

@\A Zid$a Bl9 L$a$ir Y interaction of t$e kfe4ale di4ensionk and t$e 
t$eoretical ac$ie-e4ent in t$e W=t$ anni-ersar/ of t$e Zosa 
guEe48ergecs assassination7 and t$e occasion of t$e Cord Co4ancs 
da/9 

 

Gr9 :4an M9 Ha4ad 
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